
JULY 12, 2006 MOTOR CYCLE NEWS | 7

More misleading
speed propaganda

MCN’s speed camera
victory for reader

READER John Bryn
used MCN’s findings 
to get a speeding
accusation dropped
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One rule for Chelsea
set, one for the rest

MOTORCYCLISTS have been gathering at London’s
Chelsea Bridge since the ’50s – but now their
legendary Friday night meet is being snuffed out
thanks to a bunch of snooty locals who have just
moved into new luxury flats in the area (page 18).

Their protest is being made under the banner of
road safety rather than their real agenda – to rid their
neighbourhood of normal people enjoying
themselves in a public space; the vast majority of
them entirely legally.

The police response has been to move on or give
tickets to bikes parked on pavements, even though
no one seems to have had a problem with bikes
causing an obstruction in the last five decades.

The message being sent out to motorcyclists
seems clear – if you’ve got a bit of cash to wave
about, you can order the police to do pretty much
what ever you want, even to stop people gathering
legally in a public place.

Something to think about next time the police
don’t even bother coming out to investigate a bike
theft or the next time your life is put in danger by an
illegal driver who knows his chances of getting
nabbed by a traffic cop nowadays are next to nil.
How can they expect us to give them or the law any
respect when they give us so little?

‘If you’ve got a bit of cash
it seems you can order the
police to do pretty much
what ever you want’

SAYS

CHELSEA meet 
regulars are being
moved on by cops

MCN’S findings on the inaccuracy of
speed cameras have helped a reader to
get a speeding accusation dropped in
court.

The case could help other riders 
present the same argument to fight 
speeding charges.

We proved in March that laser speed
guns, including the kind used in
camera vans, are inaccurate on bikes.
We also showed the devices are
capable of ‘slip’ error – where a
movement of the operator’s hand
causes a mistake – by pointing the
device at tarmac and getting a reading
of 25mph.

MCN reader John Bryn presented

our findings at Selkirk Sheriff Court to
challenge a speeding accusation based
on evidence from an LTI20.20 laser 
gun in a speed camera van.

Bryn, 54, from Edinburgh, said:
“The information I got from MCN
about the slip error problem was very,
very useful to me.

“I presented a copy of it to the
accusing police officer. He, upon sight 
of it, immediately turned to the Sheriff
and said: ‘I withdraw my accusation of
speeding’.”

Lothian and Borders Safety Camera
Partnership, the camera authority 
which made the speeding accusation,
declined to comment.

A LEAFLET issued with speeding
notices in Manchester is misleading
propaganda, according to a leading
road traffic lawyer.

It comes just one week after the
Advertising Standards Authority upheld
a complaint against the Greater 
Manchester Casualty Reduction
Partnership over false claims in a
previous booklet.

The new leaflet, headed Your 
Questions Answered, is designed to
make riders help to get themselves 
prosecuted, according to Robert 
Dobson, partner at road traffic law firm
Pryce Woodrow & Co.

One of the claims made in the leaflet 

states: “Errors in date, time, vehicle
registration number, speed, the spelling
of names or addresses, which are caused
through clerical error, will not 
necessarily invalidate the notice. Any 
errors should be brought to the
attention of the clerical ticket office.”

But Dobson said: “If the name,
address, date and time were wrong,
there is no way it would succeed at 
court. I wouldn’t advise them to bring it 
to the attention of the ticket office.”

Karen Stringer, central ticket office
manager for the Greater Manchester 
Safety Camera Partnership, said: “If
there is anything in there that causes  
concern I would really like to know.”  

THESE technical drawings 
show Honda’s patent
application for a V5 engine
with cheap-to-manufacture
chain-driven camshafts.


